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SUBJECT1. 3rd Volkspolizei Bereitschaft of the Land NO. OF PAGES 2
Brendenburg in Prenzlau

2. Joint Field Exercises with Soviet Infantry %
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25X1C

DATE OF , suprLEMENT TO [
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25X1X

1. The 3rd VP Bereitschaft of the land Brandenburg was stationed in

Prenzlau (M 54/Q O4) up to The unit numbored 1,100 men 95x1C
and was organized into three Kommandos, each consisting of three

rifle platoons and a heavy machine gun platoon, and a Sonder-

kommando eonducting training with mortars and in signal communi-

cation and intelligence, #*

2, The officers included Oberkormissar Pischel, (fnu), CO of the 3rd
VP Bereitschaft, 28 years old, 1.79 meters tall, fair hair;
Oberkommi ssar Walter Soellner, CO of the 1st Kormando, 33 yoars old,
180 em tall, fair hair, formerly a tank NCO; Kommissar Dornbuschy,
(fnu), PK-Leiter of the 1st Kormando, 27 yoars old, 17l cm tall,

fair hair, a fanatic SED member; and ono larkert, (fmu), PK-
leiter of the 3rd Kommando.

3. The armament of the Dereitschaft included mortars of 80 and 120 mm
caliber, rifles with teloscopic sights and rapid-fire desigms,
98K type carbines, type 38 and Ll submachine muns and 03 type pistols.

L. The corbat training was conducted in accordance with a manual issued
by the lauptverwaltung fuer Ausbildung (3ain Administration for
Training) (HVA) which combined German and Soviet army training
regulations.

5, A joint field excrcisc of the 3rd VP Bereitschaft with 750 Soviet
infantrymen was conducted in the Sternhagen area on 17 April 1950,
It was directed by Polizeirat liatschina, (fnu), then Bereitschaftsleiter,
and a Soviet 1liaison officer who wora the uniform of an inspector.
Umpires were German Kormissars, Ausbildungsleiter lieinel, (fnu), and
officers of the Soviet troops participating in the exercises who looked .
on from an observation post, it :

6, ©On 1l; February 1950 each Kommando of the 3rd VP Bereilschaft organized
a special group of 22 men, cach group tonsisting of 3 sections of 7
police each. The first section received training in sabotage on factories,
bridges, railroad lines etc., the second section trained in antitank
defense and the third section wge trained in blocking, barring and
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poew v aValGe 1158 groups were referred to as Zegroups and
their training was kept secret. Polizoimeister Laugkabel, (fnu), 22
years old, 179 cm tall, fair hair, was leiter of the Z=group of the
1st Kommando. Kommissar Schwarz, (fnu) s 27 years old, 172 cm tall,
stocky build, brown hair, and former NCO of the engineer troops of
the German Army, was Leiter of the Z=group of the 2d Kommando,

Polizeimeister Lrich Linka, 2} years old, 176 cm tall, dark hair,
slooped, was Leiter of the Zmgroup of the 3rd Kormando.

25X1A #* Corment, The 3rd VP Infantry Doreitschaft was repeat !
rfted 1o bo stationed in Prenzlau, For last report seek - 25X1A
-ﬂ*- Commont, There have been Soviet field exercises with VP units
25X1A participating as guard and supply personnel but a Joint field exercise
of Soviet troops and Volkspolizei is reported for the first tinme,

It is possible that Soviet troops, supporting the VP unit with heavy
weapons, took part in this field exercise.
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